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No. 8

At the same time, as we look

at the skyscrapers around If we consider what universal morality
the world and consider the

cultures and the world would be,

religions practiced within a few key ﬁ:_:mm emerge.
them, we are likely to
recognize

»there is a “commonality”
amongst all peoples in theifr
basic morality.
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Forexample m?o._‘_m.# all peoples
there is-a priority given to life as'such,

Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne A General View

No. 11 No. 12

But there is general
agreement especially,

There is on-going debate of course as to
WHO has a right to life

» Recent debate has centred around the right to life for:

» The Unborn

> Wildlife

» Murderers

» Feral animals

» Domestic animals etc.

........................... Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne A General View + v+ Is Chrisan Morality Urique? PartOne A General View
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AGeneral Vie

No. 13
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Some “rights” and

needs go along

with the priority
of life in itself

Page 4

No. 14

There are

such as

Health, safety and self-determination
and the

education needed for self-determination etc.,

Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne A General V

No. 16

special importance and the social support group we
find most life-giving.
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No. 17
In turn a key ingredient
for a family is the life

partnership that exists
between parents.

No. 18

We could suggest here that this

social support group

usually goes under the name of
In fact

if a “blood” family is to
exist there needs to be such a

bond in (hopefully) an
on-going way.

“F a m
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Social mores continue to shift around
what constitutes a family.

........................... Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne A General View

No. 19

In any case, so far we have considered tha

Key needs (and morality requirements)
are:

No. 20
?

Life itself

»What would be the next
Basic social support

» “needs” and “rights”

000
group.

AGeneral View

»area of someone’s life.

........................... Is Chrisan Morality Urique? PartOne A General View
i
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We all need material goods of some kind
such as food .

There is the question of property

Creereeseneen e an e s ls Chiistian Morality Unique? PartOne A General View

No. 23 No. 24

So much of government legislation
revolves around

rights of ownership

b

Clothing and housing etc.

........................... Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne A General View ++ +Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne A General View
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We have basic human rights to:

No. 26
That is, there is:

Life Itself Soclal

Support Material ltia Heeld
__pw_,
w,

N ——— Is Christian Marality Unique? PartOne A General View
|
i

........................... Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne A General View
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There is a prime social group

No. 28

v ¥

e Possessions
& v ‘ @.

. Is Christian Morality Unique? PartOne A General View

........................... Is Chrisan Morality Urique? PartOne A General View
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These would be tied to: a universal morality We hear of

Morality Essentials for all Cultures ¥
such as: |

. “Do unto others as you would
have them do to you”

__________________________ Is Christian Morality Unique? PartOne A General View Is Christian Morality Uriquel PartOne A General View

No. 31 No. 32

» These rights were
also embedded into
the Commandments of
Judaism, with the
Commandments of

» “Thou shalt not kill”,

» “Thou shalt not
commit adultery”,

» “Thou shalt not steal”
(cf. C13th BC).

»In fact, these needs
and rights became
embedded into the
basic values of
society e.g. as in
the Babylonian Law
Code of Hammurabi

» (1755 BC).
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Needs/Rights Commandments -

Put these in a different order and we

Designed to protect § have what politicians are warned about i.e.

Right to Life “Thou shalt not kill”

money, power and sex

Right to “Thou shalt not
Basic Social Group  commit adultery”

Right to ownership “Thou shalt not
steal”

........................... Is Christian Marality Unique? PartOne A General View frrrresres s o IS Chiistian Morality Unigue? PartOne A General Yiew
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Commandments -

Needs/Rights Designed to protect

Power “Thou shalt not kill”

Sex “Thou shalt not
commit adultery”

Money “Thou shalt not steal”

........................... Is Christian Morality Unique? PartOne A General View

........................... Is Chiristian Marality Unique? PartOne A General View
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One would expect

these warnings to

be at the base of

Christian morality
as well

In dealing with the question raised here,
we are looking in particular, at Christian values.

e e s IS Chiistian Marality Unique? PartOne A General View Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne A General View

No. 39 No. 40

In what ways does Christian morality
revolve around:

What special perspective
is given to these basic
human rights

by Christianity  ?? .

++ .+ Is Chrisian Morality Urique? PartOne A General View

»Life itself
»One’s prime social group

»Basic possessions ???

Creeeeeseseensen s as s ls Chistian Morality Unique? PartOne A General View

Page 10



This brings us to a 2nd set of questions about -
The Emergence of Christian Morality

No. 41 No. 42

Can this question about the Christian perspect
morality

be explored and “telescoped”
into simple language and in

a series of ten short PowerPoints?

www.valuesclarification.org/ischristianmoralityunique.htm
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Jesus Christ lived from roughly
0 to 33 CE in the Common Era.

He was born and lived in Palestine.

Palestine had been a Jewish country but

at that time it was dominated by the
Roman Empire.

Palestine

fiquel Part One

The Emergence of Christan Morality

s Christian Morality Urique? Part One The Emergence of Christan Marality

No. 48

Y

5 L \

The world view and value system of the §

Empire was heavily based upon |

adjusted to their si
by adopting much o
Greco/Roman culture
such as its architecture,
clothing, customs,
economic system etc.

» Forinstance their
Jerusalem Temple was
based upon Greek
architecture

ey q”f The Roman Emplre
i 100AD .

Greek philos

., Palestine

Is Chiistian Moratity Urique? Part One The Emergence of Christian Morality

Iz Christian Morality Uri que? Part One

The Emergence of Christian Morality



Like other jews at the time, his family would
have carefully observed the Commandments.

“ _ro: shalt not kill”

“Thou shalt not commit
adultery”

“Thou shalt not steal”

........................... Is Christian Morality Unique? PartOne A General View

Morality

No. 49

At the same time, t
continued to se
themselves as Go
chosen people..

They remained faithf
the moral law as set ou
the ten commandmer
that were given to thé
Moses in about 130C

No. 31

Right to Life

Right to
Basic Social Group

Right to ownership

Page 13

No. 30

Jesus grew up in a Jewish family in
Nazareth.

No. 52

Jesus would have been quite
aware of the Roman
presence. At the time, near
Nazareth, there was a Greek
style of city being built by the
Romans. This was Sepphoris.

We know that as a child, h
intensely curious. For in:

on at the Temple in Jerusa
to ask questions of the scho
there.

Jesus might even have worked
there as a tradesman. If so,
he would have come into
contact with Greek thinking.

Is Christian Morality Uri quel Part One The Emergence of Christian Morality




No. 53

The Emergence of Christian Morality

No. 35

Quote re Greeks looking for Jesus

» In any case, in his teaching and lifestyle,
Jesus did more than adjust to the
dominance of the Roman Empire and its
philosophy.

P He incorporated aspects of Greek
philosophy into his teaching, especially its
elements of common sense.

I It seems some Greeks recognized this

b The gospel says some of them came
looking for Jesus.

» But it was not yet time for his message to
spread throughout the world.
(cf. John 12:20-50)

y Urique? Part One The Emergence of Christian

No. 34

\

Ancient scroll

Also, as a regular visitor to the Jer
Temple, (cf. Luke 2:41) it Is likely Jesus F
access to the manuscripts of Greek ph
there. \

The Jerusalem Temple was a buildi
acclaimed throughout the known w
would have incorporated some sor

In fact, the builder of the Temple, the
King Herod, had been very interested j
philosophy and culture.

s Christian Morality Uri que? Part One The Emergence of Christian Morality

No. 56

\

In the years to come the implications of the incorporation of Q.
philosophy into the teaching of Jesus gradually became more
apparent.

His teaching was based upon, but distinct from Judaism.

The Emergence of Chi

Marality
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In the years after Jesus had died people re-told stories
about what he had done and what he taught.

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? Part Cre The Emergence of Christian Morality T Is Christian Morality Uri que? Part One i Chiistian Morality

No. 39 No. 60

After Jesus had died his message and
morality spread quickly around the world.
As he had said, “The harvest is plentiful”
(Mt. 9:38)

Jewish symbol Greek symbol

The stories and the
teaching were written
up in the gospels.

These were to provide
a foundation for both
a Jewish-style of
community and a
Greek-style of society.

Is Chiistian Moratity Urique? Part Cne The Emergence of Christian Morality
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How were the Followers of Jesus to be

Different from the Jews?
No. 61
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Is Christian Moratity Urique? PartOne Church Council in early 50's CE
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Is Christian Moral
Church Coundil in ea

» Much of the book of the Acts of

the Apostles is taken up with the
on-going tension between
Jewish converts to a following of
Jesus and Gentile converts.

» There is stress in particular on

the difficulty that the apostle
Paul had with the Jews of the
day and even Jewish Christians

> (cf. his letter to the Galatians)

Iz Christian Morality

que PartOne Church Councitin early 50's CE

No. 64
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Declally thos

R OTATICTEE Protection of righ

Notation cf. Catholic tradition
5. Thou shalt not kill

6. Thou shalt not
commit adultery

7.Thou shalt not steal

Protect life

Protect a basic family
support struct

Protect property

stian Morality Urique? Part One Church Couneil in early 50 CE

No. 67

Around the middle of the book of the Acts of th
Apostles, Luke the writer, tells of a Church Counci
was held to deal with this issue of circumcision

myriad Jewish regulations (ch 15 Acts of the Api

Page 17
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No. 66

But the Jews of the day (c1st cE) surrounded
these key commandments with multiple E_mm
and ﬂmmc_.mﬁ._o_._m (cf. Galatians 2;11-13)

Amongst the rules in particular was the
requirement that all male Jews had to be
circumcised.

Also, it was expected that once a Gentile
(i.e. non-Jew) was circumcised, they would
keep all the other Jewish regulations as well.

No. 68

Tensions about the issue had
mounted to a head when
people from Jerusalem, had
gone to Antioch, the first pl
where the followers of Je
were called Christians
(Acts 11:20-21).

The visitors told the Gentile '
Christians in Antioch that they:
should become circumcised

(Galatians 2)
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One of these Jewish Laws
forbad Jews to eat with
Gentiles.

When these people arrived
they claimed to be coming
from James in Jerusalem.

But this law conflicted with t
remembrance meal of the
followers of Jesus.

Apparently, James was by
then the apparent leader of

the emerging Church

(Gal. 2;7-10).

Here, both Jewish Christia
and Gentile Christians were
expected to gather and eat
together. :

Church Council in =arly 507 CE

ratity Urique? Part One Church Council in early 50's CE

No. 72

No. 71

As it was, even when all the followers did
gather for this remembrance meal, there
were problems. Paul for instance wrote to
tell his converts in Corinth off about this.

In Antioch, with pressure
from the Jerusalem visitors,
even Peter, who had been
nominated by Jesus as head
of the apostles, avoided
) ) ) eating with the Gentile
He said some people were so busy with their converts.
own concerns at the remembrance meal
that some people there would go hungry
while others would get drunk

(1 Corinthians 11:20-22).

Paul publicly accosted him «
about this y

(Galatians Ch 2).

Is Christian Morality Unique? PartOne Church
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The Church council, convened to sort
the issue about circumcision a
Jewish regulations, was held in
in the late 40’s - early 50’s CE

(cf. Acts 15 and Gal. 2).
According to Acts, the Counci
resolve the problem.

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? PartOne Church Couneil in early 50 CE

No. 75 No. 76

Paul and Barnabas were sent
to the Council by the church
in Antioch (Acts 15:2).

At the Council Paul gave

an account of the many

Gentile (i.e. non-Jewish)

converts who were

coming into the Church
(Acts 15:4).

At the same time, there were
Pharisee converts there, who
wanted Gentile converts to be
circumcised (i.e. made into
Jews first of all) e acts 15:1.

Is Christian Moratity Urique? PartOne Church Council in early 50's CE Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne Charch Councitin early 50's CE
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Y

| I Then James, who it appears, was
the leader of the Church by that
time, addressed the Council.

» According to Luke’s Acts of the
Apostles, Peter addressed th
gathering of the Church cou

» He said that most of the pe
there, including himself, we
never able to keep all the rul
and regulations of Judaism
anyway.

»So why should these rules be
imposed on Gentile newcomers

(Acts 15: 7-10

» He recalled how the prophet Amos
(some centuries beforehand) had
railed against exploitation of the
poor (Acts 15:15-17).

I~ These same exploiters apparently
thought they were keeping the law

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? PartOne Church Couneil in early 50 CE Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne Church Councit in sarly 50%s CE

No. 79 No. 80

James went on to say that the new Gentile converts should avoid
“blood, fornication and strangling” (cf Acts 15:20).

James recalled that the prophet Amos challenged th
people of the day. He pointed out the wealthy may n
stealing outright from the poor.

And, as well as the worship of the one God, that was all they needed to do !

This sounded similar to the requirements of visitors to Palestine as laid out 5,_,,

: : the Old Testament many years before  (cf Leviticus 17-18).
But, they were “squeezing” the poor in such a way as to vy ElTeEe

keep them desperate.

In other words, as James pointed out, keeping the dett
the law was not good enough.

So it seemed, for some in the audience, that there was not any seismic shi
between what was required of the Gentile converts and what was required
the visitors to Palestine centuries before.

Is Christian 505 CE

rality Urique PartOne Church Coundl
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However, on the other
hand, it would appear that
others at the Council,
including Paul and people such
as Luke who later wrote up an
account of the Council, saw
the implications of what
was being proposed by James.

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? PartOne Church Couneil in early 50 CE

No. 83

When the threefold prohibition for Gentile
converts against “blood” “fornication” and
“strangling” was put to the Council by
James (Acts 15:20) everyone there agreed.

In fact The three
prohibitions against “Blood, '
fornication and strangling”
went further than what was
set out in regulations about

Gentile visitors centuries
before.

This was a milestone for the Church.
But what did it mean?

Is Christian Moratity Urique? PartOne Church Council in early 50's CE
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No. 84

Consider the proposal to avoid
“blood”.

“blood sports”.

Consider also the Roman

Empire of the day and the

environment in which the
Gentile converts were living.

For instance any sizeable city of
day would have an Amphitheat
where animals and prisoners/\we
forced to kill and be killed fi
entertainment of the €row

Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne Charch Councitin early 50's CE
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In the context of the Roman Empire and the teaching of
Jesus, “blood” implied more than eating meat with blood in
it, which was something the Jews avoided.

SEw e
o7 ﬂm The Roman Empire
et w 100AD

Rather, “blood” would imply
any violence and cruelty and
coercion as such.

Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne Church Councit in sarly 50%s CE

No. 87 No. 88

cation implies control of
itespect for “the other”

In James’ statement about “fornication” he
goes further than prohibiting adultery, which
is sex with someone who is already married
and committed to somebody else.

He challenges people to avoid sexual
relations outside of marriage where there is
no commitment. Temple prostitution for
example was an institution of the day.

Paul for m:wwm:wm warned his converts in Corinth
“Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19)

Is Christian Moratity Urique? PartOne Church Couneil in arly 50's CE
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What did James mean by his proposal to
“avoid strangling”?

At one level the word “strangling” implies the
Jewish avoidance of eating strangled meat.

That is, animals had to be bled out before
being eaten which ensured meat would be
fresh.

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? PartOne Church Couneil in early 50 CE

No. 91

After the Council agreement, the message about
“avoid blood, fornication and strangling” was sent
to the churches around the Empire, including Antio
People there welcomed the outcome.  (Acts 15:22-29).

The people in Antioch were also told that the <_m_8
who had caused such an upset had not been
m::._o:NmQ to do so (Acts 15:24).

rt On < CE

Page 23
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In the context of talking about Amos the prophet, the Wo
“strangling”

implies “squeezing” the poor people

with unjust business practices.

No. 92

Rather than keeping all the rules and regulations of
Judaism they were challenged to “raise the bar” of the
key social commandments of

“Thou shalt not kill”,
“Thou shalt not commit adultery”,
“Thou shalt not steal.”

505 CE




>>>

That is,

“Thou shalt not kill”

“thou shalt not
commit adultery”

“Thou shalt not steal”

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? PartOne Church Couneil in early 50 CE

Avoid blood

A A A
Atvoid Blood A Avoid Fornication A Avoid strangling A

A

Thou shalt Thou shalt not Thou shalt It clarified and defined the mﬂvamn.: that Jesus had taken and which
not kill commit mac:..mé not steal Christians would also .m taking to the Commandments
well into the future.

Is Christian Moratity Urique? PartOne Church Council in early 50's CE

Avoid sex outside Avoid unjust business
sports/violenc/cruelty marriage/commitment |practices

No. 93 No. 94

The bar of the Commandments was
being raised!

Thou shalt Thou shalt not  Thou shalt
not kill commit adultery not steal

Avoid

Avoid violence and
cruelty

Avoid blood Avoid fornication

Avoid abusing others

sexually strangling
. g . Avoid blood Avoid sex outside Avoid unjust
Avoid unjust business ol . Bires
practices sports/violence/ marriage/ usiness
cruelty commitment practices
No. 95 No. 96

Ralse 7z B

The Jerusalem Council did more than solve the immediate problem of
pressure on Gentile converts to be circumcised, and regulated and
thereby become Jews.

It changed the negative of the “Thou shalt not” in the
Commandments into an on-going, idealized “raising of the bar”.

Is Christian Morality Urique? PartOne Charch Councitin early 50's CE
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St Paul attended the Jerusalem Council (end 40's)

He welcomed and taught its mandate as a clarification of '"the way"
No. 97. No. 98

ks The Letters
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The person who emerged was called Saul. He was a
very highly educated, Jewish Pharisee. Saul, later
renamed Paul, had started out by trying to capture
followers of Jesus and sending them to prison.

After the death of Jesus, a
person emerged in the late
40’s CE who was to clarify the
teaching of Jesus.

VirgoSacrata.com

However on his way to Damascus to continue this, he
was struck down by a blinding light. A voice called to
him “Saul Saul why are you persecuting me! Saul
answered “who are you Lord? The voice replied. | am
Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.”

This man was to “re-draw” the
map of Jewish morality in
order to incorporate the world
view of Greek philosophy.
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The Letters of Paull I Chrstian Morality Unique? Part | The Letters of Paull

“Paul your great learning is making you mad” * Paul travelled widely around the empire and founded church
(quote from the Roman Governor Festus)

Marallty Inique! Part |

communities to whom he wrote letters e.g. a community in Corinth.

After the vision, Saul now renamed Paul,

became a leading follower of Jesus. As a B mﬂ ;;.“u_ﬂom%_a

Pharisee he was well versed in the Jewish
moral law and he had practiced this
meticulously.

VirgoSacrata.com

But now he began to reinterpret the law in
order to make it more practical and relevant
to the wider population and Greek philosophy
of the Roman Empire.

No. 103 No. 104

fity Uniquie? Part | The Letters of Paull 1 Christian Morafity | Part |

|

I
To the present day Paul’s letters continue Writtenduring the 50°s; m»qu‘\
to clarify the basics of Christian morality. Paul’s letters would have 1 % wj

influenced the writing of ‘\

His teaching is to be found in his letters to the gospels that took place ik J— f
the Thessalonians, the Corinthians, the some years later. _‘,_ 1 J| , ; S C _,,,,,_ ,
Galatians and the Romans etc. ] _ )

T [
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St Paul attended the Jerusalem Council (end 40's)

He welcomed and taught its mandate as a clarification of '"the way"
No. 105. No. 106

? Numbers 5, 6 and 7 (cf. Catholic numerics)

: are social commandments and they are as follows:
As a Pharisee, Paul
stressed the ten

not kill”’ not commit not steal”

had b iven to th
ad been given to the atifery”

Jewish people by Moses
about 1200 BCE.

No. 107 No. 108

In fact these rules are basic to the functioning of any society

Life itself Basic social Basic Material
support group Possessions

“Thou shalt “Thou shalt not “Thou shalt
not kill”’ commit adultery” not steal”

As pointed out in a previous set of slides, the Commandments are based
upon the “natural law” i.e. the need for life itself, the need for a prime
social support group and the need for basic material possessions.
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& Christian Morality imque? Part | The tatters.of Baci

In his letters we find out NOW Paul was
shifting the “Thou shalt not” of the

Rather than telling people to keep to a Commandments into positives.
whole gamut of Jewish rules and regulations,

Paul stressed the importance of keeping the Ry e T
spirit of the law. g Frcﬂ. shalt no :
His approach had been endorsed by a church ! o
council held in Jerusalem possibly in the late
40Q’s CE, early 50’s CE. This mandated

“avoid blood, fornication and strangling”.

e

13
1}

rcﬁ .mrbuﬂ ;

“Thou shalt Donate to “Thou shalt not Control
not stea the needy commit adultery” sexuality

Paul prohibited adultery in the communities
he founded. He also encouraged people to
control their sexuality in relation to marriage.

He did not tell people to abstain from sex
altogether. But he encouraged them to do so if
they believed they were called to this (1 cor 7).

For instance he encouraged people in Corinth to give money to the
needy in Jerusalem when the people there were facing famine (2 Cor 8).

Page 28
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Protect

Umague? Part | The Latters of Paull

Paul went further than a Paul insisted that they .
prohibition on killing others. should be free
Rather he stressed the need for g w ogmw
people’s

. . of too many regulations, so
self-determination. that they could determine

their own day to day lives.

Paul not only challenged the Jews. He also challenged the
Greeks, especially the idea that people share in a divine spark,
that is, they share in the divinity of God.

For instance in Antioch when
pagan converts were told to He said the people coming
“copy” Jewish circumcision and  from Jerusalem were trying
the many external observances to take away the freedom of
of the law, Gentile converts
(Gal. 2:4-5).

No. 115 No. 116

s Chrs

Paul insisted that God is

completely “Other”.

cf. The first three
Commandments

“l am who am”

|. Thou shalt not have strange gods before me

2. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain

3. Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day

“l am who am”

Page 29
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God is Other

Paul reminded the Gentile (i.e. non-Jewish) Christians that

“only the Spirit of God can know God” - never
disagrees Sl A,
. with you, ~
you might
just be _
=~ worshiping _
; an idealized
‘version of yourself.

Timothy Keller f

No. 119 No. 120

Arguably, this map is distinct from some
current types of morality maps because it is
framed by the Commandments including

three main social commandments



A Current type of morality map

oragnizafion

®) dreamstime.com

Outreach to the other

Protect
Self-determination

Avoid blood

“Thou shalt
not Kill”

Outreach to the other

Control
Sexuality

Avoid fornication

“Thou shalt not commit
Adultery”

No. 121. No. 122

As stated, Paul’s “social morality map” is
based on natural law and the Commandments

Protect Control Donate to the
Self- Sexuality needy
determination

“Thou shalt not
“Thou shalt commit adultery” “Thou shalt
not kill” not steal”

1D 231411881 © Dizain777

No. 123 No. 124

Outreach to the other

Donate to the
Needy

Paul’s map of morality

Raises the Bar of the

Avoid “strangling”

Commandments

“Thou shalt
not Steal”
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Paul, described as the first theologian, wrote in the 50's CE
He set out parameters for the gospels, the first one being written around 70CE

No. 125. No. 126

..and the gospel message was taken to the world
T

From the basis of the Commandments and “Thou shalt not” Paul
encouraged people to act out of concern for the other. The negative of
the Commandments was turned into a positive.

Based on the teaching of Jesus and outlined and taught by the Church
Council in the early 50’s CE, this approach was to be taken up and
developed further, when the gospels were written some years later....
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All Rights Reserved
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In 70CE the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, the centre of Judaism

It was time for the Followers of Jesus, to clarify and define, who they were
No. 129. No. 130

W At the time when Mark”
! fo gl ) -

ot | 100AD gospel was being written
in 70 CE there was a lot

going on in Palestine.

A re-cap on the timeline of
the 1% century CE in
Palestine.

The death of Jesus was

approximately 33 CE.

The ministry of Paul was

roughly in the 50’s. o
The first gospel, that of Mark, L
is estimated to be in 70 CE.

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? Part | The First Gospel - Mark S

Is Christian Morality Urique? Part 1 The First Gaspel - Mark

No. 131 No. 132

The Jews had revolte
against Rome and the
army of the Roman
General Vespasian,

who was to become
the Emperor Titus , 4
encircled _mﬁcmm_m%. ,

The army starved out
the population and
killed those trying to
escape.

Mark’s gospel appears
to contain a description
of the chaos (mark 13).

s Chris rique Partl The
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In 70CE the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, the centre of Judaism

It was time for the Followers of Jesus,
No. 133.

The Roman General Vespasian
had intended to spare the

Jerusalem Temple, one of the
wonders of the ancient world.

However, in the mayhem that
ensued in taking the city, the

Temple was destroyed.

Only.one.wall survived..... ..

To the present day this wal
is venerated by Jews as the
“Wailing Wall”

By 70 CE, following the
ministry of Paul in the 50’s
CE, the Church had

spread rapidly amongst
non-Jews (called Gentiles)
and throughout the
Roman Empire.

-

The Roman Empire
100AD

During this time, the
stories about Jesus
were being told and
re-told within small
household groups

s Christian Moratity Urique? Part i The First Gaspel - Mark

Is Christian Morality Urique? Part1

to clarify and define, who they were
No. 134

Where were the followers'
Jesus at this time in 70 CE?
Many of them had already
left Jerusalem because of
persecution.

Even so, they would have
been well aware of what w
going on.

No. 136




No. 137.

At the same time, even
while the church spread, it
retained its leadership

Also, the church held a
council about 50 CE

(Acts 15)

(cf. 1 Cor. 15).

For instance after the

betrayal of Jesus by Judas

and the subsequent suicide

of Judas, someone was

selected to take his place
(Acts 1).

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? Part | The First Gospel - Mark

No. 139

The followers of Jesus had retained the loyalty that existe
within Judaism, to the Commandments of God. But they w
also incorporating the approach and world view of Greek
philosophy, as set out in the teachings of Paul in the 50’s CE.

15 Chnstian

Page 35

No. 138

The leaders in 70 CE
would have realized it we
time for them to clarify
their own position in
print, explaining

who they were as |
followers of Jesus and the
connection they had, ta
Judaism and the Greek
philosophy of the Rom:

Is Christian Morality Urique? Part 1 The First Gaspel - Mark

No. 140

In 70 CE the Christian leadership would have been anxious to show that
were not the same as the Jews, who were now facing the wrath of Ro



However they would have needed to clarify their
differences in an oblique way, in order to avoid furt
persecution themselves.

» A semiotic analysis of this and
other gospels clarifies the
sociological differences
between Judaism and
Christianity and also Hellenism
(cf. Greek philosophy) and
Christianity.

Arguably, this clarification about similarity and differer
be found within the structure of the Gospels, including the
gospel of Mark, which was the first gospel of the Church.

SAINT MM A

» (a sociological approach to the
gospels, as also other approaches,
was recommended in a Church

NG g document of 1993 about the

R interpretation of Scripture)

—
- -
Is Christian The Fif ospel ~ Is Christian Morality Urique? Part 1 The First Gospel - Mark

No. 143

In other words, Christianity is

two world views at the base of Christia : e
and remains, a hybrid society.

It incorporates
two contrasting world views.

(Arguably) one of these is
based upon time and the
other is based on place.

Is Chistian Moratity Urique? Part 1 Is Christian Morality Urique? Part1 The First Gespel - Mark
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Judaism provided a base on
which to observe the moral law
of the commandments

Hellenism provided the
flexibility, rationality and
idealism of Greek philosophy

The Apostle Paul had explained a new approach to the Com

oratity Urique? Part 1

The First Gospel - Mark

Paul’s “morality map” was continued on, into the text of the gospe
of Mark, written in 70 CE. These were was based on the teachings of
Jesus, based on the Commandments and incorporating philosophy.

No. 145

Paul taught
Protect self-
. determination

Paul taught

No. 147

A “raising of the bar” was also
continued on

The Gospel of Mark shows how
Jesus had gone further than

“Thou shalt not kill”,

“Thou shalt not commit
adultery”,

“Thou shalt not steal”

s Ch ue Part1 The

spel - Mark
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Control sexuality

No. 146
Paul taught
Donate to the
needy
No. 148




No. 149 No. 150

For instance, in Mark Ch 10 a
man approached Jesus asking
what could he do to earn

eternal life. Jesus said g

“You know the

commandments - Take on poverty for the sake of others
Thou shalt not kill, ~ 0 (cf. “Thou shalt not steal”)
Mwmxw__\ww? nak COmITiE A Forego setting up your own household
Thou shalt not steal...” (cf. “Thou shalt not commit adultery”)

(Mk 10: 19) Commit yourself to the empowerment of others

But the young man was (cf. “Thou shalt not kill”)
looking.far. more. ...

Part The Fi

No. 151 No. 152

www.valuesclarification.org /ischristianmoralityunique.htm

Mark’s gospel shows

“In Mark and the gospels to follow, the idealism of the
Greeks was incorporated into the observance of the

the hallmark of a
follower of Jesus was
be their concern for il
well-being of others. .

Commandments.
Their morality compass was raised from
the “Thou shalt not” to a positive
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What about the Gospel of Matthew?

Did that also "'raise the bar'' of Commandment observance?
No. 153 No. 154

Is Christian Morality Unique? Part 1

The Gospel of Matthew!,

...4 S \
v

5 O
The Gospet BocoTdanS

Zr?n‘ndrmvz

Vi So N.//.Q
- i T %
e ofi Assus e amEle
Eaid, the Soo

No. 155 No. 156
The gospel of Matthew was wiittern at about the -
same time asthe gospel of Luke, thati
Project Employment Inc. The Gospel of Mark;j in its litegary structure, had
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What about the Gospel of Matthew?

Did that also "'raise the bar'' of Commandment observance?
No. 157 No. 158

The Gospel of Matthew was written from th Gospel of Mark

of a Christian Jewish Community.
It has a focus on the challenges there.

As with Luke’s gospel, Matthew’s
& gospel was heavily based on the
gospel of Mark, the first gospel,
which had been written about 70 CE.

Gospel of Matthew Gospel of Luke
ca. 85 CE ca 85 CE

Gospel of

Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Gospel of
Mattheve

No. 159 No. 160

The Jerusalem Temple, prior to 70 C
was one of the wonders of the ancient

At that time.in 85€E,the Jews were still reeling
from the loss of theigTemple in 70CE.

Is Christian Morality Urique? Part One Gozpel of Matthew
Is Christian Morality Urique? Part One Gospel of
Matthew

Page 40



What about the Gospel of Matthew?
Did that also "'raise the bar' of Commandment observance?

No. 161

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? Part One Gospel of Matthew

No. 163

At the time in 85 CE,
in general were trying 1
understand

»“Where to from here?”

»Were they still God’s
chosen people?

n Morality Unique? Part One Gospel of

Page 41

No. 162

But now in 85 CE, with the Temple gone, so it seemed, wa
Jewish infrastructure.

For the Jews there were no more priests offering sacrifice.
scholars and scribes etc that had gathered at the Temple werég

Given the size and status of the Temple it can be assumed it h
substantial library. But that was gone as well.

The population of the city itself had been decimated.

i Morality Unique? Part One Gaspel of

No. 164

One section of the Jew
population which had
remained largely intact i
85CE, was the sect of the
Pharisees.

The Pharisees, with their
strict following of the I3
now emerged as the

n Moratity Uique? Part One Gospel of




In a way similar to what was going on
in the life of Jesus, the Pharisees
remained hostile to the freer,
Christian approach.

They told mainstream Jews that
Christians did not keep the Jewish
law.

In the 50’s the Pharisees had accused
Paul of not keeping the law and had
tried to kill him because of it.

Even Jewish Christians had been very
hostile towards Paul (cf. Acts 23:16)

The Pharisees encouraged
and indeed insisted upon
meticulous practice of the
law and regulations by the
rest of the Jews.

The new focal point for Jews
in general was to be their
own local synagogue.

8s an edict putout by the .
lip that theTgcal m<:mmomcmm*s\mqm to _ua

hristians. »
& .\m

ectively drove out the Christian Jews,
p roots E;:S Judaism. These people
elves as Jews first of all and émmo_mw_u_
~exclusion. oF | ,M <



No. 169 No. 170

In his writin
Matthew p
focus on the
for close
discipleship of
Jesus and the né
for a sense of
relationship and

In his Gospel, Matthe
that Jesus did keep the

the Jewish Christian milieu, needed Jestis 'was bort 3 Jeniin

to work out where the Christians community had a Jewish heritage
stood, especially Jewish Christians, amongst the

. followers of
who were being forced out of the

<3 m mom C m & Marality Urique? Part One Gospel of Moratity Unique? Part One Gospel of

No. 171 No. 172

Jesus resisted tem

In the early chapters of the gospel, Matthew desc
that relate to

the start of his ministry, Jesus went into the deser

retreat. He was tempted by the devil there (t.41).
“Thou shalt not kill”

“Thou shalt not commi
adultery’

“Thou shalt not steal”.

Moratity Unique? Part One Gaspel of
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No. 173 No. 174

» He refused to jump off the Temple
roof in order to show that his
Heavenly Father would save him

b Jesus refused to turn stones
into bread (mta:3)

(a temptation for taking family
support for granted and cf. the
Commandment of

(cf material wealth and

o

« Thou shalt not steal”)

» “Thou shalt not commit adultery”).

Morality Unique? Part One Gospel of

Is Christian Marality Urique? Part One

Matthew

No. 175

In the Temptations

refused to worship t A focus on these sa

despite the devil’s pro three social

give him power over al Commandments is to
world (Mt.4:8-10) found throughout the
This temptation to powe Gospel

link with the commandme
“Thou shalt not kill”

which is also about pow
its misuse.

It also appears in the tex
in which Jesus “raises t
bar” of Commandmen
observance.

rality Unique? PartOne

Morality Unique? Part One
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“You have heard that you shall not kill..

But | tell you....”
Consider Chapter 5

»Jesus says “You have heard
that you shall not kill..... But
| tell you....” Itis not
enough to avoid killing
another.

» Rather, one should not even

be angry with another, or
disparage them, or call

them a fool i saia),

us goes on to say it is not
ough to avoid stealing.

ather, if someone “sues you
r your tunic, then give him
your cloak also” And “give to
‘those who ask”

: (Mt.5:40-1)

(Imagine these days if you are
fined $200 and you therefore
pay out $400 !!)

Morality Unique? Part One Gospel of

P In the same chapter Jesus says

“You heard that it was said:

thou shalt not commit

adultery. But | tell you....”
(Mt.5:27-8)

P That is, it is not enough to

avoid adultery. Rather, even if
a man looks lustfully at a
woman, he has already
committed adultery with her
in his heart.

P Again the bar is raised.

s Christian Morality Unique? Part One
Matthew

n Morality Urique? Part One

No. 178

Gospel of

No. 180



No. 181 No. 182

“Thou shalt “Thou shalt not “Thou shalt

not kill” commit adultery” not steal” With such emphasis, Jesus and the writer Ma
challenge gospel hearers and readers to

Avoid Avoid Avoid
labelling others as a lustful attitude ignoring justice and “internalise the law”.
a “fool” the poor
.e. Le, e |
¢ .,,.,
Failing to respect  Failing to respect Failing to observe —3.ﬁm_ﬂ5m—:_mm .ﬁjm —I.@i ,
fellows women justice and empathy ,,

for the poor

161 Is Christian Marality Urique? Part One Gaspel of

Matthew

Is Christian Morality Unique? PartOne Gospal of
Nattheve

No. 183 No. 184

In Matthew’s gospel Jesus challenges his
followers to aim for a better quality of

With such emphasis, Jesus and the writer Matthew
challenge gospel hearers and readers to

a

internalise the law”. wm_mzo:m_‘:_u

Is Christian Maality Unique? Part One Gaispel of L3 Is Christian Morality Urique? Part One

s Ehistin Vieratey Unigae? Pt O ‘)
Gospel of Mbithew
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No. 186

» Workers in the i
included the fishe
processors, carter
traders, the tax coll@
etc.

» Jesus called them “thé

sheep of the House of
Matthew also was putting an emphasis on building

community.- He reminds people of the mission of Jesus pEssy
to a whole network of peopleengaged in the fishing SR » Many of ﬁ.:mwm subgs
industry around the sea of Galilee {Mt. Ch 10). were family _ummm,

torality Urique? PartOne 18

No. 187 No. 188

The Jews were trying to re-
build their community based
on the local synagogue,

Matthew showed how Jesus
encouraged his followers to
build their own community by
reliance on the

Spirit of the Law

spirit of the law

rather than its technicalities.

www.valuesclarification.org/ischristianmoralityunique.ht

2 6 P Gosy Natthew
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What about the Gospel of Luke, written around the same time
but for a very different readership?

No. 189 No. 190
- , '
X Project Employment Inc. _ff
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All Rights Reserved \
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No. 191 No. 192
¥
2
R R ‘ : v
R o . ‘ »The m0m._um_ of _.ch,,_.
b S . , 'y : | . was writtenat
approximately th

same time as the
gospel of Matthew,
that is, around 85 CE

Is Christian Morality Urique? Part |
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From very early times - with Paul in the 50's CE

there were Jewish Christians and there were Gentile Christians
No. 193 No. 194

However the community that
Luke belonged to was quite

different from Matthew’s
type of community.

Gospel of Mark
about 70 CE

/

Gospel of Matthew ca. 85 While Matthew was based in
a community of Jewish
Christians, Luke was based in
a community of Gentile (that
is, non-Jewish) Christians.

As with Matthew’s gospel, it was based heavily on the gosp
_<_m1A the first gospel, which had been written about 70 CE

No. 195 No. 196

In Luke’s second book he
describes what happened in the
early years of the Church after
the death of Jesus.

This includes his account of a
Jerusalem Council of the Church
about 50 CE and the mission of
Paul to the Gentiles.

his second boo

Apostles”. E_Am_, e
reader(s) that he'

Iz Christian Morality Uriquel Part | Gaspel of Luke




Luke begins his gospel, like

Matthew, by describing the

birth and early start in the
life of Jesus.

However, while Matthew
presents Jesus as a child of
Jewish heritage, Luke
presents him as

a child of the world.

Gospel of Luke

forality Urique? Part.

Is Christian A

No. 197

No. 198

Because Luke is writing
Gentile Christians, he i!
dealing with themes that
different from those of
Matthew who wrote for
community of Jewi
Christians.

Luke is dealing with n_cm, :
relating to
Gentile Christians.

Is Christian Morality Uri que? Part

Gospel of Luke

No. 200

No. 199

By now, in 85 CE, the Church
was growing quickly and the |
vast majority of “Christians”
were from a non-Jewish
background.

These people did not know
the background stories ojm,.
Old Testament.

They did not have the
traditions of Judaism nor the
focus on keeping the Jewish
law.

Church leaders were w

¥ering if the church could be
vmm_mm..& on safely to this . )

...“-\

In :_m sz,_:
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At the same time, in his gospel, Luke
tried to remind his listeners/readers
about the importance of keeping the
Commandments.

He put special focus on the three
Commandments of:

> “Thou shalt not kill.”

|

|
1

| » “Thou shalt not commit adultery”

i
i

v and
\» “Thou shalt not steal”.

| Is Christian Morality Ui que? Part Gospel of Luke
i

He refused to worship Satan despite
the promise of world power

t

. He refused to throw himself from
| the temple roof and assume that his
ather would save hi

Moratity Unig cepel

No. 201 No. 202

tells of how Jesus began his publiccareer by going into
the desertfor a4Q day retreat of fasting and prayer.

“In histearly.chapters, just as Matthew h

Like Matthew, Luke tells of the three major
temptations that the devil putto Jesus.

”

No. 203 No. 204

As with Matthew, threaded
through the Gospel of Luke,
there is the same theme of
stressing these three

Commandments about
(cf. “Thou shalt not kill”)

> money,

: . . » power and
(cf. taking family for granted in

“Thou shalt not commit adultery”)
» relationship

” Is Christian Morality Urique? Part | Gaspel of Luke




| I¢ Christian Morality Urique? Part Gospel of Luke
i
)

P Someone else (in the same chapter) who
was invited to join Jesus said, “1 will
follow you sir, but first let me go and say
good bye to my people at home”.

P Jesus replied “Once the hand is laid on
the plough , no one who looks back is fit
for the kingdom of God.”

(Lk 9:61-2)

b An interpretation of this is that the man

was challenged to let go of home, family,

marriage etc. in order to follow Jesus.
Such a challenge was

“raising the bar” of
“Thou shalt not commit adultery.”

Is Christian Morality Urique? Pax

eel m:g will {6 Uoémq
0 % call Smgm to him to

For example, in the gospel when
someone asked if they could follo!
him, Jesus warned them, “The birt
the air have nests, and foxes have
holes. But the son of man has
nowhere to lay his head” (Lk 9:57-8)

» In other words a follower of Jesu

needs to be prepared to give up
material benefits.

B This is “raising the bar” of
“Thou shalt not steal”.

No. 206

No. 208




No. 209

» There is an interesting point to be noticed here. Usually the
sequence of the three Commandments is “Thou shalt not kill,
commit adultery or steal” in that order, or the reverse order.

» The Commandment about power, that is, “Thou shalt not kill”
therefore comes either first or third.

» But in Luke’s story of both the Temptations and in the above
passages Luke puts a reference to power cf. “Thou shalt not
kill”, second in the sequence.

, : :
,v._.:__:m:mnﬂm:oi UO((Qq. _.mmﬁ:mamﬁ:m:::mﬁ:_.o:m:
. his gospel.

Be ready to Be ready to Be ready to

Give up material
comforts

Give up worldly power Give up home

comforts

The Gentile Christians were challenged to not only keep the
Commandments but to move beyond them.

For those who were the listener/readers of Luke’s gospel their desire
possessions, for power and for family, needed to be subordinated, t
call that has been made to them to follow Jesus.

| Christian Moratity Urique? Part 1 Gospel of Luke
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No. 210

In the three cases just described, people were challenged o
move beyond having --
material comfort, having a career and having a secure family.

“Thou shalt not steal” Material comfort

“Thou shalt not kill” Having a career

“Thou shalt not commit adultery” Having a secure family

No. 212

oL A{Q§N
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Money, Relationship and Power are key themes of Mark, Matthew and Luke

These themes are also cleverly woven into the story of the Crucifixion
No. 213 No. 214

No. 215 No. 216

- Jesus died for others. In his
immediate situation, he knew
that plans were afoot to kill
off the leadership of his
w:oima, as well as himself
cf.

Lazarus, n12:9-11),
James (Acts 12:1-2) and
Peter (Acts 12:3-19).

Project Employment Inc.
Melbourne 2023
All Rights Reserved
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Money, Relationship and Power are key themes of Mark, Matthew and Luke

These themes are also cleverly woven into the story of the Crucifixion
No. 217 No. 218

All four gospels include the story of the crucifixion of Jesus|
Christ (33 CE). In ancient times special note was taken of
way in which a prominent person died. :

b Because of the efforts of the
gospel writers to keep the
story much the same, any
deviations from Mark’s
version by the other writers,
would be significant and
would relate to their

own key themes.

B =

Across the gospels the accounts of the crucifixion are a

100 CE).

Is Christian Morality Urique? Part One Story of the Crucifixion Is Christian Morality Urique? Part One Story of the Crucifixion

No. 219 No. 220

»In Mark’s account of
the crucifixion, there is
a heavy emphasis on
suffering and the
“stripping away” of all
material comforts.

» In Matthew’s account there is
emphasis on the “aloneness” of
Jesus. For instance Matthew notes
that

“all the disciples fled”.

» Matthew also recalls the words of
Jesus on the cross

“My God My God Why have you
forsaken me?”

» This picks up on the Matthew’s
theme of relationship and the
Commandment

» This picks up on the
theme of

“Thou shalt not steal”

Moratity Urique? Part One Stary of the Crudifixion

“Thou shalt not commit adultery”.

Urique? PartOne
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Jeering about '"the kingdom" in Mark's account

No. 221 No. 222

-In Luke’s account, the
theme of power
throughout his gospel is
picked up in his story of
the crucifixion.

On the cross Jesus

appears to be powerless : A-question hangs-over ﬁ:m story of Em n:._n;_x_o: in
as the Roman Army each of these gospels.
nm:_..w.m out his If Jesus was-prepared to give up
B ke material comfort, relationship and power
» This picks up on the
theme of power and for the sake of others and according to his own

. . . .v
“Thou shalt not kill”. teaching, was anything to be gained by this?

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? Part One Story of

No. 223 No. 224

In Mark’s gospel, as Jesus hangs on
the cross naked, suffering and stripped
bare of all material comfort, passers-by
joke about how he had compared his
body to the Temple saying “Destroy this
Temple...” etc.

The Chief Priests and scribes there
ask about his _A_smO_OB . “If you are the
King of Israel...” vk 15:29-32).

Is Chiistian Moratity Uriquel Part One Stary of the Crucifixion
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Where is the irony?

Recall that when Jesus was
teaching back in about 33
CE, the Chief Priests and
their Temple were central to
Judaism .

The Jews comprised about a
tenth of the population of
the Roman Empire and
many regularly visited the
Temple.

Is Chiistian Morality Urique

So, even as the chief priests and
scribes jeered in Mark’s story,
written up in 70 CE, they
themselves were being wiped
out and soon the Jewish
priesthood was to be no more.

At the same time in 70 CE,
Christian communities around
the Empire, after the missionary
efforts of Paul and others, were
doing well.

The “Kingdom of Jesus” was in
fact, on the rise.

Stary of the Crucifixion

Jeering about '"the kingdom" in Mark's account

No. 225

mcmﬁrm twist in VK

Sy

wiped ott'by the Roman army. - Mark and his
listener/readers were well aware of this.

No. 227

Consider the gospel account of the'cti

No. 226




The elders jerring "If God wants you"

No. 229 No. 230

Here is the twist. Matthew, writing in 85 CE knew that the Jewish

There is special emphasis in Matthew's gospel on relationship. On the one hand
! Priests and Jerusalem scribes had been wiped out in 70 CE.

when Jesus is hanging on the crossh d why have you forsaken me?”

But in Matthew’s time, after the Temple destruction, the elders of
Judaism and many mainstream Jews were wondering if they were
still God’s Chosen people and whether or not God still wanted
them.

Yet in Matthew’s account there is also irony. In this gospel it is the Jewish elders
as well as the chief priests and scribes who are jeering at Jesus.
They'say ' “He trusted iiGod’,"lét him rescue him now if he wénts him” (Mt 27:43)

- —

No. 231

» At the same time in 85 CE,
the followers of Jesus were
building up their own
support communities,
independently of Judaism.

» By cultivating their
discipleship of Jesus and
their relationship with each
other, they were assured
that God did in fact still
want them.

Is Chiistian Moratity Uriquel Stary of the Crucifixion




In Luke, "If you are the Chosen One"'

No. 233

Consider Luke’s story of the Crucifixion

Like Matthew, Luke was writing in !
about 85 CE. Luke was <<:::m i
Gentile Christians who were in
secular environment.

In Luke’s gospel, when Jesus is har
on the cross it is the people, rulers

(implicitly secular) and soldiers who
are jeering at Jesus. They call out

“If this man is the Christ, the Chos
One...”

(Lk 23:35)

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? Part One

No. 235

Luke points out that Jesus, o
the other hand retains his
own power to forgive.

(Lk 23:24)

Jesus also has power overthe |
after-life and he promises’ eam
of the thieves

“This day you will be with m
in paradise.” (i 23:43)

Page 59

No. 234

» In fact at the time, the name of “Chosen One” was
given to the Emperor of the day.

P Thus on the one hand, Jesus appeared to be totally
powerless on the cross. between two common
criminals with the Roman Army around him.

P He appears to be the opposite of
“the Chosen One”.

P But again there is a twist. Despite all the Emperor’s
political power he has no power over the after-life,
even if he thought of himself as a God.

Thus, for the followers of
Jesus, even if their efforts do
not appear to reap a result,

The positive result is
there!




In Mark - money, In Matthew - relationship, In Luke - power

The stories of the crucifixion sho

each of the gospels of Mark, >>m2___,

and Luke pick up on each of

ity valy

Threefold morality com

Power

Morality
Compass

Relationship

Relationship

No. 238

This in itself shows how central Threeiold merativrce

these three morality values are to
the message of the gospel stories
about Jesus Christ.

» Mark “Thou shalt not steal”
Money
» Matthew “Thou shalt not Morality
commit adultery” Compass
Relationship
» Luke “Thou shalt not kill”

Power Relationship

No. 240

Via their key themes the gospel writers have
embedded these three key social
Commandments
into the Christian story.

Putting the names of these three key themes
into colloquial language we have



Has the Christian approach to morality shaped the development of industry?

No. 241 No. 242

www.valuesclarification.org/ischristianmoralityunigue.htm

No. 243 No. 244
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Has the Christian approach to morality shaped the development of industry?

No. 245 No. 246

/]

A question arises.

Key emphases in Christianity

were continued on, into the

centuries following the first
century CE.

Were these precepts
incorporated into the structure
of Western civilization?

15 Christizn Morality Unique? Fart One Industryan

W

No. 247 No. 248

f so, what influence did the three Commandments discussed above,

have on the shape of industrial development, especially in the West.? To what extent does modern indust i fit with a

positive, “raising of the bar” approach to

“Thou shalt not kill” “Thou shalt not “Thou shalt not steal”

commit adultery” "Thou shalt not kill” Heal and empower

Also, what about the
insistence within Judaism and
with figures such as St Paul,
on the “otherness” of God

and a focus on “the Other” as
hown in the lifetime of Jesus?

I5 Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Mor

"Thou shalt not commit Protect and administer social

adultery” l support systems |

"Thou shalt not steal”

Produce material goods and
distribute them

Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One dustry and Christian Morality 248
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""Raise the bar in a social organism"

No. 249 No. 250

How to gauge this? As a “social organism” society needs
Consider a Sociological View A Sense of Direction

Social Cohesion

One sociological approach is to consider the functions

of a society as being similar to that of a

Productivity

social organism.

cf. The Sociologist Talcott Parsons The >_U___.n< to move and mn_._Cm.n

15 Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality 219 Is ChristianMorality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality

N

No. 251 No. 252

Consider an outline ANZSIC the
Australian and New Zealand Industry

sons listed four major social systems/functions

= . pn .
o . _— L lassification
1. Cultural System - ® this deals with “ultimate reality” and includes Classificatio
mv art and defining a sense of direction . .
I A Agriculture, K Finance, Insurance,
B Mining, L Rental, Real Estate,
2. Social m<m.nm3 = ® Th: . . . € Manufacturing, M  Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
This deals with the Integration of people .. g '
g peop D Electricity, Gasand Waste N Administrative and Support
Services, Services.
. . . E  Construction. O Public Administration and
: ¢ this deals with goal attainment and E Wholesale Trade Safety
3. Personality system- duchivit , . -
m\\u _U—.Q UCtiIvi < G Retail, P Education and Training
o H  Accommodation and Food Q Health and Social Assistance
. Services, R Arts and Recreation Services
; . ® thi . .
&. ijm<_0_.m_ _Qw_m@qm,ﬁ,rmﬁn?m i.__m,,m_cmm._mzﬁrwgqmQm_u.nm.ﬂ_os e.g. the economy U Hwn”._w__“wﬁ_“”o”\_ﬁw_%m i S Other (e.g. Religious, Personal) -
- \,r ._-m_mﬁo_.j_jc_j_an_OB Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality
. A\ N
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""Raise the bar in a social organism"

No. 253 No. 254

Cultural System

Roughly speaking, do the industries listed by
ANZSIC fit in with Parsons’ analysis? Consider:

Social System
(Social Cohesion)

this deals with the integration

this deals with “ultimate reality” of people

and includes art and defining a

sense of direction N Administrative and Support Services

O Public Administration and Safety
P Education and Training
Q Health and Social Assistance

R Arts and Recreation Services
S Other (e.g. Religious, Personal)

15 Christian Morality Unique? Part On Indh d Christian Morali
Is Christizn Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality iR M bngec Fart Ooc S TTACC Rortting Wil

No. 255 No. 256
Personality system- Behavioral Organism
:u_,On_cnﬂSHS (Ability to move and adjust)
this deals with goal attainment This deals with adjustment
and productivity e.g. the economy
A >®1nc_.nc re F Wholesale Trade,
2 k G Retail, K Finance, Insurance,
B Mini ng, H Accommodation and Food L Rental, Real Estate,
: Services, M Professional, Scientific and
< _/\_mjc.ﬁm.n.nc_\__.._@h_ . (I Transport, Postal Technical Services,
D Electricity, Gas and Waste Services, J Information, Media and
: Telecommunication
E  Construction. &
," Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality



""Raise the bar in a social organism"

No. 257 No. 258

Consider the positive of:
"Thou shalt not kill”

Where do these fit é.ﬁr the Commandments?
. REUIELSE F mpowerment

S Other (e.qg. Religious, Personal)
R Arts and Recreation Services

Q Health and Social Assistance

P Education and Training

Is ChristianMorality Unique? Part One

No. 259 No. 260

Consider the positive of:

"Thou shalt not steal”

i to Material Benefit

"Thou shalt not commit adultery”

Asin:

O Public Administration and Safety . :
Productivity Industries

A Agriculture,
B Mining,
C Manufacturing,
D Electricity, Gas and Waste Services,
E Construction.

SN WS~
Is Christian Morolity Urique? Part One Indusiry and Christian Morality
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""Raise the bar in a social organism"

No. 261 No. 262

Consider the positive of:

_._mszm.m:oﬁ:.m_\ look, -
How do the Commandments
fit in with these industries?

"Thou shalt not steal”
Leading to' Material Benefit

Adjustment Industries

J Information, Media and
Telecommunication

F Wholesale Trade,

G Retail, K Finance, Insurance,
H Accommodationand L Rental, Real Estate,
Food Services M Professional, Scientific and Technical
1 . $
_ l_lﬂm:mno;n Tom.—”m_ mm_\<_nmm- Is ChristianMerz iy Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality 262

N Administrative and Support Services.

No. 263 No. 264

Consider Parsons’ first “function”, that is,
e need for values maintenance, a cultural system and
..... a Sense of Direction

Using a cybernetic
model of society,
Parsons said society
is controlled in a way
similar to that of a

b/

A
/

\ 263

Is ChristianMarality Unigue? Part One

ndustry and Christian Morality
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""Raise the bar in a social organism"

No. 265 No. 266

This can remind us of St
Paul talking about the

"Body of Christ”
with Christ

Using the imagery of Parsons

Parsons said Key
values influence the
direction of the
whole, like
the tiller of a ship.

and his dynamic values
at the head

(cf. 1 Cor. 12:27)

Is Christian Mo ality Unique? Part One. Industry and Christian Morality

No. 267 No. 268

If the Christian, positive approach to the
Commandments sits at the cybernetic level of a society

then there is a constant,___on-going drive to ie. “raisethebar” of improvingon
.,J.mw the bar” of [l

3

Giving Direction and In Religion, the Arts,
Helping to “empower” Health, Education

Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Marality




""Raise the bar in a social organism"

No. 269 No. 270

[

Giving Direction and In Religion, the Arts,
Helping to “empower” Health, Education

Giving Direction and In Religion, the Arts,
Helping to “empower” Health, Education

Providing Social support In Administration and
Defence

Providing Social support In Administration and
Defence

Providing for In Production of material goods
Material Needs In Distribution of material goods

Iz Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christin Moralisy 269

No. 271 No. 272

In any case, the three Commandments are

Of course all three Commandments and the driving usually mentioned together

force to improve on them, apply to all the industries.
b

e.g. full home ownership should h

Give Social Support
® Empower

® Provide family security Y Give Material Support

Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality

® Provide material benefit :
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""Raise the bar in a social organism"

No. 273 No. 274

Why are the three Commandments usually n
found together?

Give Social Support

Give Social Support

Give Material Support Give Material Support

Is ChristianMorality Unique? Part One industry and Christian Morality 274

Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality
No. 275 No. 276

Because Over-stress on the one
Commandment can undermine
the others

oS |

The three key social commandments
are like a tripod.

With a tripod when there is over-focus
on one leg the whole thing

topples over

15 Christian Morality Unique? Part Gne Industry and Christian Morality 275

s Christian Morality Unique? Fart One Industry and Christian Morality
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Why the three together °*

No. 277 No. 278
mw
There needs to be!
In a parallel way On the one hand there can be special focus
; in industry - there are of course multiple on one function
Tri _uOn_ connections between all the industries and all BUT

the Commandments.

over-focus on the one function can also be
to the detriment of the rights of others and
even oneself

Is Christian Mo rality Urique? Part One ndustry and Christian Morality

No. 279 No. 280

® Over-focus on making

money

® Can lead to theft and destruction of
habitat etc.

(cf. "Thou shalt not steal”)

® Over-focus on _UO<<m r

can lead to killing.

* It can destroy social
support groups

® Can lead to destruction of people,
health etc.

® It can deprive people of

(cf- "Thou shalt not kill”) : :
basic material needs

® |t can lead to destruction of main
social support groups

Is Christian Mora ity Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality

b .N.}DC m}D\H not commit DQQ:NJ\C Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morallty
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® Qver-focus on

sex and
relationship

can affect relationships

can restrict
self-determination

restrict productivity
(and so on)

Why the three together

s ChristianMorollty Unique? Part One

Industry and Christian Morality

No. 283

that in a functional society the following

Core Values should be found

in Religion and the Arts

and in all the other industries as well!!

cf.

Provide social support

N Provide material support

of. "Thou shalt not commit
adultery”

of. "Thou shalt not steal”

283

One.

Page 71
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What about Other World Religions?

No. 282

No. 284

B4



How universal are these three morality issues?

No. 285

Are these values found in other World
Religions as well?

A s Christian Morslity Unique? Part One Industry and Christian Morality.
www.valuesclarification.o
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How universal are these three morality issues?

No. 290

There is the need for a reproductive social support group.

There is the need for material supports such as food,
clothing, housing etc.

Is Christan Merality Urique? Part One Camparisan with Other W
? 2 Urique? Part One Camparison with Other World Religiors

No. 292

“Thou shalt not kill”

”

6. “Thou shalt not commit adultery
Social Support

7. “Thou shalt not steal”
Material Support

s Christian Morality Urique? PartOne Com patison with Other World Religions Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Comparison with Other World Religions
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No. 293 No. 294

In reflecting on this on-going
process of development, one
wonders whether or not

“Thou shalt not kill” other world religions
have “homed in” on the same

; : three basi ival needs.
6. “Thou shalt not commit Control sexuality and ree basic survival needs

adultery” support basic social group
. = ) ) Have they “raised the bar” of
7. “Thou shalt not steal” Provide material supports these precepts as well?

——>

s Christian Morality Unique? PartOne Comparizen with Other World Refizions

No. 296

No. 295

Judaism
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Using the traditional Catholic
sequence of Commandments we have
already looked at the numbers.
5,6 and 7 Commandments about

killing, adultery and stealing.

However if we look at
the three
commandments that
follow these three

there is arguably a
“raising of the bar” here.

Is Christian Marality Urique? Part On

9.

“Thou shalt not covet thy
neighbour’s wife”

(cf. failure to control one’s
attitude to sex)

s Christian Morality Unique? Part One

No. 297

8.

“Thou shalt not bear false
witness against thy
neighbour”

(cf. killing off the
reputation and self-
determination of another)

No. 299

10.

“Thou shalt not covet thy
neighbour’s goods”

Is this a “raising of th
bar” of

“Thou shalt not

commit adultery (cf. failure to control one’s

avarice)

Page 75

Is this “raising the bar” of

Commandment

“Thou shalt not kill”

Is this a “raising of
the bar” of

“Thou shalt not:
steal”

No. 298

No. 300



This focus on “attitude” is reflected in
the prayers of Judaism as well cf.

“He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly

Who despises the gain of oppressions

Who shakes his hand lest they hold a bribe Stealing
Who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed Killing
And shuts his eyes from looking upon evil” Adultery cf sex

Isaiah 33:15

Is Chiistian Marality Unique? Part One Comparison with Other Warld Religians

s Chstian Morality Unique? Fart One Comparison with Other World Refizig

No. 303 No. 304

‘-@m‘moy
RESPECT
@@@ =2l ﬂh&

Is Christian Morality Urique? Part One Comparisan with Other Warld Retigions

Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One Com parison with Other World Religions
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Islam is heavily based upon Judaism

No. 305 No. 306

In its own laws set out in the Koran, Islam

S St (4 ¥
2 i) MW

has a strong opposition to adultery

has emphasis on the protective stability of
family

No. 307 No. 308

Is Christian Morality Uriquel Part One Comparisen v th Other World Refigions Is Chistian Marality Urique? Part One Camparison with Other Warld Refigions
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No. 309 No. 310

What about Hinduism?

No. 311 No. 312

In the Gita thereis a %

strong emphasis on
duty.

This involves respect for
the lives and welfare of
others especially

family members

3

|

I

T TATT TRCT THITIE

I | ICHAC HACH

T

(cf. “Thou shalt not commit adultery”
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No. 313 No. 314

Is Chiistian Morality Urique? Part One Camparison with Other Warld Religions. iyt i = Comparison v th-Other World Rel

No. 315 No. 316

Is Christian Moratity Urique? Part One Comparisan vith Other Warld Retigions Is Christian Morality Urique? Part One Comparison with Other Warld Retigions
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Consider Taoism, a philosophic religion based in China

No. 317

Compassion

Frugality

Not daring to take
a lead in the empire.”

Tao Te Ching Bk 2 LXVII

Is Chiistian Morality Uri

No. 319

Respect for relationships
cf. “Thou shalt not commit
adultery”

cf. “Thou shalt not steal”

control of one’s wish for
power

cf. “Thou shalt not kill”

-

Page 80

Comparison with Other World Religiors

No. 318

Watch your thoughts;

They become wovds.
‘Watch your words;

They become actions.
Watch your actions;

They become habits.
Watch your habits;

They become character.
‘Watch your character;

It becomes your destiny.

Lao Tzu

No. 320
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No. 325 No. 326

Poverty Over-indulgence in “Thou shalt not
material goods steal”

Chastity Lack of sexual control “Thou shalt not

Chastity Asopposedto | ack of sexual control RIS ARl

. . Obedience to Violence towards “Thou shalt not
Obedience to ~ Asopposedto  Viplence towards others leadership others kill”

leaders
No. 327 No. 328

This approach is echoed in their teaching
For example

In a talk given at the Buddhist
monastery in Footscray
Melbourne, the Dalai Lama of
Tibet opened with the sentence




No. 329 No. 330

At the core of Buddhism

is the Religious community

No. 331 No. 332

In fact there are strong parallels between the lifestyle
of nuns and monks in Buddhism and the lifestyle of nuns Poverty Over-indulgence  “Thou shalt not
and monks within the Catholic Christian tradition.

in material goods steal”
Chastity Lack of sexual “Thou shalt not
control commit adultery”

Obedience to Violence towards  “Thou shalt not
leadership others kill” .

43

Is Christian Morality Unique? PartCne Comparisen with Other W/ sl REIGE
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No. 333 No. 334

s Christian Morality Urique? Part One Comparisan with Other World Religions

s Christian Marality Unique? Pert Onie Comparison »

No. 335 No. 336

» If we look at the imagery used
by sociologist Talcott Parsons,
we remember his comparison
between the key values of a
society and the tiller of a ship

» The ship’s tiller (cf. key
values) determines the
direction of the whole.

Is Christian Morality Urique? Part One

Is Christian Morality Lirique? Part One Comparisan with-Other World Religions 4




Strongly upheld core values can determine
the direction of the whole

No. 337

There can be a similarity here with

the people who take on an extreme
application of :

Poverty <. “Thou shalt not steal”

Chastity <. “Thou shalt not commit adultery” 4
1

Obedience ¢f. “Thou shalt not kill”

4
y

No. 339

These days in developed
countries the above “needs”
in society are largely met by
government funding and other
dedicated people.

But Catholic Religious continue
to look for a “cutting edge” in
service where they can

“raise the bar” of
Commandment Observance

Is Chiistian Moratity Uriquel Part One Comparison vith Other Warld Refigions

Page 85

No. 338

Over the centuries Christian Religious Orders have
attempted to “raise the bar” of the Commandments . T
have set up

and run according to their charism:-

schools (cf. education)
Hospitals (cf. health) and
Orphanages etc. (cf. social services) etc.

As one African woman put it
“I’'m not going to criticize the Church. &=
It is the only organization that helps cm;\

s Christian Marality Urique? Part One Com patison with Other World Religions

No. 340

Do Religious Orders hold special significance
in today's world?



Strongly upheld core values can determine
the direction of the whole

No. 340

Are there other key differences between a general eff
control and direct money, power and sex and the e
by Religious?

Religious join a lifelong, focused “social organism™
“social organism’ of the Church.

Together they try to promote the Authorized, Liv
Jesus Christ within and amongst themselves, in the
in the world.

........................... Is Christian Morality Uriquel PartOne A General View
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No. 342
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Uniquel PartOne

What indeed isthe nature of the Christian Dynamic?
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Despite their diminishing numbers, they continue
on, this basic, Christian dynamic

Part Two of Is Christian Morality Unique? explores
how the structures of the gospels have set up the

Dialectic Tension that gives momentum to this
DYNAMIC

Is Christian Morality Unique? Part One
Comparison with Other World Religions
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